
 

 

Mustang Majors 
October 12 2015 

Tops Classes 

WE HAVE A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT TO TELL YOU! 

IT’S THE…SCHOOL NEWSPAPER. IT’S FINALLY HERE! 

If you are willing to join us, please come after school on Thursdays in 

Room 305 with Mr. Barry. We hope to see you there! 

Drama Club has completed auditions for a new script. Check out 

the cast list outside of the library. Will this be the best show ever? 

Stay tuned for showtimes to find out! 

 

-Abigail Yang 
 

 

School News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Featured Teacher 

Ms. Lori Bernstrom- Band & World 

Drumming 

Q - What is your favorite part about 

being a band teacher? 

A - I like watching kids pick up the 

instrument for the first time and 

seeing them enjoy using the 

instrument and learning the 

instrument.  

Q - What's your favorite part about 

Maplewood Middle?  

A- Getting to know the unique kids 

who go to Maplewood.  

Q - How did you get into instruments?  

A - I started playing piano when I was 

2 and after that I just fell in love 

with playing instruments and decided 

I wanted to teach others how to do it.  
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Staff Awards 

Everyone deserves a pat on the back from time to time. 

Congratulations to our first five staff members for being recognized 

for their wonderful work and earning one of five travelling trophies. 

The winner has also agreed to pay it forward next month by 

identifying one staff member who is deserving of the same award 

they received. 

• Advocacy - Barb Ives 

• Collaboration - Katie Kermes 

• Creativity - Monica Romero Cortes 

• Instruction - Shannon McCarthy 

• Tireless Worker - Nancy Askegaard 

The Inside Workings of “Drama Club” 

In drama club there are 2 groups of students working on separate 

things. At the moment the crew is working on the sets by creating 

new backdrops and reusing old ones. The actors & actresses are in 

room 103 practicing scripts to get ready for the plays that are 

premiering in December. If you didn’t know already the 2 plays that 

are premiering are “Zeus On The Loose” and “Goldilocks On Trial.“ In 

Zeus On The Loose, Zeus randomly vanishes from Mount Olympus and 

the gods must try to find him. In Goldilocks On Trial, we see what 

happens when Goldilocks gets caught in the bears’ house, is put on 

trial, and could face 11 years in jail. 
- Aaron Nguyen 
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Book Reviews 

Many people say that they don’t have anything to read. That probably isn’t 

true, but if it is here are some recommendations that students your age 

and even adults have read and liked. 

The Hunger Games 

This series of books is about kids who are selected from each sector 

(town) and are forced to kill each other in the brutal deathmatch, this is a 

thriller and a suspenseful book.  
Gone- 

This scary book is about a virus that infects people who are 18 and older. 

They then hear voices in their heads telling them the need to eat the 

younger ones. This series is a scary one. 

Warriors- 

This book is about wild cats that are in four clans that fight against each 

other. Many kids like this book so you might too if you like cats, adventure 

or if you happen to be Ms. Schmidt. 

Harry Potter-  

The most famous series of all! Harry Potter is a boy who was given to his 

mean aunt and uncle and their son, Harry does not like living with them. but 

something is about to change for Harry and it will be big. Almost everyone 

loves this series because it’s just so much fun to read. And if you are really 

interested in Harry Potter than you might want to chat with a student 

from Ms. Gardeners Harry Potter book club! 

  
-Justin Kuchenmeister 
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7th Grade History 

Day Trip 
 

On Tuesday, October 20th the 7th 

grade will be going on a field trip to 

the Minnesota History Center. This 

is the second year that MMS has 

visited the History Center. Students 

will be busy looking at exhibits and 

exploring all the museum has to 

offer, including a special exhibit 

entitled We Are Hmong, a living 

project that chronicles the journeys 

of the 66,000 Hmong that have 

travelled to Minnesota since 1975.  

they will learn about national history 

day while they are there! One of 

Mrs. McCarthy’s favorite parts of 

the trip is the hands on activities.  

Students will also learn about 

national history day while they are 

there! Interested parent or adult 

volunteers can contact Mrs. Shannon 

McCarthy for more info.  

 

-Madison Henk & Lily Rossberg 

  
 

 

Pride Week Dress 

Up Days 

Monday-26th- Pajama Day 

Tuesday 27th- Dress Like Your 

Twin Day 

Wednesday 28th- Wacky Hair 

Day 

Thursday-29th- Throwback 

Thursday 

Friday-30th- Halloween Colors  

 -6th Grade- Black 

-7th Grade-Orange 

-8th Grade-White 

 

Upcoming Events 

October 15 & 16- No school- MEA 

Conferences 

October 19-23- Book Fair! 

October 20- 7th Grade Field Trip 

Oct 20- 3-7 PM- Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 

Oct 22- 3-7 PM- Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 

October 23- Picture Retake Day 

October 26-30- Pride Week 

October 30- All School Dance 

Can you guess it? -------> 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 12 2015 

Fabulous Firsts 

 

We very often remember how books end, but how about how they 

begin? We’ve started a list of snappy first lines, designed to catch your 

attention and whet your appetite for more! 

 

“First the colors. Then the humans. That’s usually how I see things. Or 

at least, how I try.” ~ The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

“There is no mystery to happiness”~ The Interpretation of Murder by 

Jed Rubenfeld 

“ Not every 13-year-old girl is accused of murder, brought to trial, and 

found guilty” ~ The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi 

“There was a hand in the darkness, and it held a knife”~ The Graveyard 

Book by Neil Gaiman  

“Sophie had waited all her life to be kidnapped’ ~ The School for Good 

and Evil by Soman Chainani 

“The afternoon my parents died, I was out shoplifting with Irene 

Klauson” ~ The Miseducation of Cameron Post by Emily M. Danforth 

“The end of the world started when a pegasus landed on the hood of my 

car” ~ The Last Olympian by Rick Riordan 

“The early summer sky was the color of cat vomit” ~ Uglies by Scott 

Westerfeld 

“One minute the teacher was talking about the Civil War. And the next 

minute he was gone” ~ Gone by Michael Grant 

 

-Kendal Carbone 

 

 

 

Pride tickets? More like 

prize tickets! 
 

Why should kids want to get pride 

tickets? Maybe it’s because you want 

a prize? Maybe it ‘s because you want 

to do something good and feel good 

about yourself. Most kids probably 

want to get a pride ticket so they can 

put it in the box and maybe win a 

prize, but there is a larger message 

that the teachers and staff are trying 

to teach you. One fear is that some 

students wouldn’t be nice and help 

others out if there was not a prize 

involved.  

 

Here are what some of the kids we 

talked to said about why they want to 

get a pride ticket: ”I want to make my 

parents proud”. ”I want to feel good 

about myself. Mr.Kiefer says that 

about half of kids want to get pride 

tickets to get a prize and the other 

half want to either feel good about 

themselves or make their parents 

proud. 

A Former pride ticket winner says she 

wants to show her mustang pride 

again. When asked, Mr.Knapp, 

Mr.Keifer, Mrs. Ives and Mrs. Cannon 

all suggested that students should 

want prizes or to be recognized for 

good deeds. Pride tickets have become 

part of the daily life at Maplewood 

and have done much to help encourage 

students to do the right thing.  

 

-Tony DeMars & Justin Kuchenmeister 
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 Shout It Out! 

Students and teachers can give shout outs saying “Thanks!” and “Good 

job!” Shout Outs can be recorded and shown to the whole school, or 

they can be submitted to Mustang Majors and be forever remembered 

in writing!  For video shout outs, visit Mrs. Zabinski in Room 112. For 

written shout outs, see Mr. Barry in room 305. 

-Barkat Miktu 

Suli Fakunle “Mrs.Walker”-  

Kim Marich “I would shout out Mr. Barry”.  

Elena Martinez-  “Arin Young” 

 



 

 

Coming soon! 

Get ready to vote! Keep an eye out for Lunchtime 

Polls! Our reporters are busily devising debates for 

students. Students will have a chance to weigh in on 

different sides of issues & questions, and the results 

will be published right here!  

Autobots vs. Decepticons?  Math vs. Reading? 

French vs. Spanish? Art vs. Science? 

Cats vs. Dogs? 

Who will come out on top? Stay tuned for much more! 

-Rachel Leisman 

Blurryface |-/ 

For the recommended album of the month, I have 

selected Blurryface by Twenty One Pilots. Blurryface is 

currently #12 on iTunes and was also #1 on the U.S 

Billboard vinyl albums when it was first released. This 

album includes the singles “Fairly Local”, “ Tear in My 

Heart” and “Stressed Out”. Blurryface is a alternative hip 

hop/ indie pop album with a tiny bit of screamo scattered 

across a few songs. This is currently one of my favourite 

albums and overall I give this album 10/10 sloths. 

Artists similar to Twenty One Pilots: Walk the Moon, Fall 

Out Boy, The 1975, Panic! at the Disco and Imagine 

Dragons. 

-Kendal Carbone 

 
 

 

 

Reviews 

October Holidays/Birthdays 

 

October 1st ~ World Vegetarian Day 

October 2nd~ Jeydon Wale’s Birthday  

October 3rd ~ Gwen Stefani’s Birthday 

First Friday of October ~ World Smile Day 

October 5th ~ World Teacher Day 

October 6th ~ Mad Hatter Day 

October 8th ~ Bruno Mars’ Birthday 

October 11th ~ Take your Teddy Bear to Work Day 

October 12th ~ Josh Hutcherson’s Birthday 

October 12th ~ Tyler Blackburn’s Birthday 

October 14th ~ National Dessert Day 

October 17th ~ Eminem’s Birthday 

October 17th ~ Chris Motionless’ Birthday 

October 18th~ Zac Efron’s Birthday 

October 20th~ *would be* Mitch Lucker’s Birthday 

October 21st ~ National Pumpkin Cheesecake Day  

October 21st ~ Marzia Bisognin’s Birthday 

October 24th ~ Pewdiepie’s birthday 

October 24th ~ Drake’s Birthday 

October 25th ~ Punk for a Day Day 

October 28th ~ Matt Smith’s Birthday 

October 28th ~ Troian Bellisario’s Birthday 

October 29th ~ Hermit Day  

October 29th ~ National Frankenstein Day 

October 31st ~ Frank Iero’s <3 Birthday 

October 31st ~ Halloween 

 

-Kendal Carbone 

 
 

 

Youtuber of the month: Trevor 

Moran  
 On September 29th, 2015, Youtube sensation 

Trevor Moran uploaded a music video for his new 

single “I Wanna Fly” which also served as his coming 

out. Trevor first joined Youtube in 2008 at age ten. 

He started uploading videos of himself dancing to 

popular songs at the Apple store. In August of 2012, 

he joined a collab channel on Youtube known as O2L 

(Our2ndLife), which hit 3 million subscribers after 

disbanding December 2014.  

 

In 2012, Trevor auditioned for The X Factor by 

performing LMFAO’s “Sexy and I Know It” at age 

thirteen. In September 2012, Trevor released his 

first debut single entitled “Someone”. In June of 

2014, Trevor released another single titled “Echo” and 

later on released three others. In his song “XIAT” he 

goes in detail about his struggle with 

depersonalization disorder & anxiety attacks. He also 

talks about his struggles in one of his O2L videos 

from November 2014.  

 

In his music video for “I Wanna Fly” he showed that 

there was more to him than the typical stereotypes. 

There was a lot of confusion from his fellow friends 

and fans who were asking him questions on his social 

media platforms. To address these questions, Trevor 

officially announced his coming out the day after the 

video was released. Most of the feedback he received 

from his fans and friends were saying how they were 

happy that he had accepted who he was and was 

comfortable with the rest of the world knowing. 

 

-Taylor Moore & Daisy Greene 
  
 


